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the pacification of the frontier by the reoccupation of Ru-
wanduz. Two columns of troops advanced on the town,
which the Turkish irregulars and their leader, Euz Demir,
evacuated without fighting on 22nd April, 1923, two days
before the second conference of Lausanne began its sittings.

The diSttift of Ruwanduz was placed under the Arbil
Division and the Kurdish leader, Saiyad Taha, the hereditary
chieftain of Neri, who was at that time a refugee in Iraq,
was appointed Qaimmaqam. He was a man of Strong char-
after and of great reputation among the Kurds, and his
appointment was an earnest of the wish of the British and
Iraq Governments to administer the Kurdish diStri&s through
Kurdish officials. Helped by the presence of a battalion of
Assyrian Levies, he succeeded in excluding Turkish influence
from the important Strategic centre of Ruwanduz,

A few weeks after the reoccupation of Ruwanduz, Sulai-
maniya was temporarily occupied and Sheikh Mahmud fled
across the Persian border. It had been hoped to set up some
form of autonomous administration there with the help of
friendly Kurdish leaders^ but it proved impossible to lock up
a large number of troops which might still be needed on the
northern frontier, and no Kurdish chief could be found Strong
enough to resist the influence of Sheikh Mahmud without such
backing. Sulaimaniya was accordingly evacuated on 20th
June, 1923, and Sheikh Mahmud allowed to return there for
a time and to resume his domination of the centre of the
division, while the outlying parts were detached and placed
under the Iraq administration.

The frontiers having thus been Strengthened and the
Turkish menace for the time Staved off, the field was free to
deal with the agitation of the readionary Shiah divines against
the eledions for the Constituent Assembly. By July, 1923,
their demeanour towards King Faisal and towards the Iraq
Government had become intolerably arrogant, and King
Faisal saw no other way than to authorise the deportation
of their leader, Sheikh Mahdi al Khalisi. The deportation
was arranged and carried out exclusively by Arab agency,
and was followed by the voluntary exodus to Persia of several
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